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Fledglings is a national charity which supports parents and carers of children with special needs by

finding affordable solutions to everyday practical problems. We offer a free of charge bespoke

information service which addresses individual needs of each child and family.
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Dear  Friend

This is the first issue of Swift for this year. We hope that you
have all kept snug and warm during the bitterly cold weather
or for the more adventurous among you that you have had
fun in the snow. Here at the office our staff have been
exceptionally dedicated and have continued to provide a
normal service throughout. But our star during this time was
Pauline, who packs all your goods and sews many of the
bibs and feeders. While walking her dog early in December
she slipped on the ice and fractured her wrist but she was
here the following day and all successive working days with
her left arm in a sling and managed to carry out her tasks
with only a little help from her colleagues. Who said Britain
has lost its bulldog spirit?

 

                    

                    Pauline

Ruth Lingard Executive Director  
                                     

 2010 - A year of change

                    

With a general election imminent we hear that this is a year
of change, but whether or not we see a change of
government, this year will certainly bring some changes at
Fledglings. For the past two and a half years the BIG Lottery
has funded a salary and some other key resources here and
this comes to an end on May 31st. So, we now have to focus
on raising a substantial sum of money to enable us not only
to continue but also to grow as we have doubled the number
of families we are helping over the past 3 years. You may
wonder why we need financial support since we sell a lot of
products but we try to keep our prices low and a large part of
our work involves researching new products , giving
information and working to address unmet needs we have
identified - for this we receive no remuneration at all.
                

   

 Can You Help?

                      
We need your help to prove to those we approach for funds that we are doing something useful.
The best way we can do this is to tell a little story or show a picture that explains what we did that
made a difference – a before and after story. Some of you have sent us wonderful stories and
photographs and we have a nice collection of these but we need more new and different stories.
Also, although we work nationally it is often difficult to get help from funders in parts of the
country beyond our local area. If you know of any funds in your locality or through your workplace
that might help Fledglings e.g banks, supermarkets, companies, mayors’ funds, do please let us
know.
           

 Here are two examples:

    

 

    

A parent approached us whose daughter had a drooling problem and
was concerned that her lovely dress, to be worn at a family wedding,
would be soaked in minutes without protection.
We used a photograph to find matching broderie anglaise fabric and
produced waterproof and absorbent neckerchief bibs which were
pretty but unobtrusive.

   

  

A parent contacted us whose daughter's disability means she cannot
clean her teeth independently and was finding it difficult to do it for
her.  We supplied a special curved toothbrush which cleans the top
and sides of the teeth simultaneously.  Later, we received this note
from the parent:

"Today the dentist congratulated our daughter on her oral health.  I can

only put this down to being able to brush her teeth at last.  So thanks,

the brush really works, dentist approved."

                       

 

 Parent feedback leads to product improvements

   

 

         

Following feedback from a number of parents our supplier
has now increased the length of zip on the 130cm body worn
sleeping bag, making it easier to access for nappy
changing where necessary. The sleeping bag comes in two
tog ratings, 2.2 tog as standard and 1.5 tog for summer use.

Please note that, although not featured in our brochure, we
can also supply the sleeping bags in 140cm and 150cm
lengths also with the longer zip.

 Grandparent's Ideas

           

We were recently contacted by Barry, a grandparent:

           

"When we become grandparents we all help and assist our

children and grandchildren especially if the grandchild has

some form of disability. Grandparents throughout the ages

have made things for their grandchildren but it was only

after speaking to Ruth at Fledglings that I realised that one

or two items we had developed for our dear disabled

granddaughter may be useful to others.

I am sure there are many grandparents like us who would

be willing to share their ideas for gadgets, toys, clothing

etc. Some will not only have ideas but may even have

developed items to solve problems but they just don’t know

how to progress them. Why don’t we pass on via Fledglings

these thoughts and ideas and build a data base that can be

used by us all, not for profit but to improve the lives of our

grandchildren."

          

  

 

 

    

 

Barry’s wife, Monica, has designed and made these attractive ‘cravats’ for their granddaughter.
She has donated the pattern to Fledglings so, if anyone is interested in these, please let us know
and we will work towards including them in our range.
                         

 Sara - our parent Trustee / volunteer writes...

        

                         

        

 

There has been great excitement in our
house recently, because our son Nathan
has recently been given a state-of-the art
communication device....Nathan is 9 years
old and has severe cerebral palsy – he does
use switches to some extent, but the
stiffness of his arms makes this frustratingly
difficult for him, so he finds it easier to use
‘eye-pointing’ to communicate....either by
looking at, for example, a particular toy to
indicate that he wants to use that one, or by
looking at symbols in his paper-based
communication folder, which has pages of
symbols covering food choices, toys,
feelings etc.

The obvious problem with these methods is that they rely on Nathan’s helpers putting the right
options in front of him – there is very little scope for Nathan to initiate communication himself.
Nathan’s new MyTobii system is a specialised tablet computer with infra-red panels above and
below the screen. These can track Nathan’s eye movements, so that he can use his eyes like a
computer mouse and activate things on the screen. The computer can also speak sentences out
loud if he chooses. The aim is that eventually Nathan may be able to communicate independently
using the MyTobii, although now he is more interested in playing about than studying...when
choosing his tea from the food category the other day, he chose baked beans, chips and sweets!
How we get from here to Nathan using the system to its full potential is the real challenge....We
have all received some training on the system, but it is hard to know exactly how best to
proceed....staff at Nathan’s school don’t really know any more than us, so we are all learning
together..... we are very excited about MyTobii’s potential but rather daunted by the task of
teaching him how best to use it. If anyone else out there has any tips, we’d be glad to hear them!
           

         View our video. As publicity for reaching the Lottery finals for Best Voluntary/Charity
Project
         a film was produced about our work       click here to view                 

Fledglings relies heavily on donations and grants for the income we need to

continue our work. We're extremely grateful for all the help we receive. The

money is all put to good use helping children and families.

     

        

Has this email come to the right person? If you would like future issues to be sent to an
alternative or additional person at your address tell us by using the email link below.

If you know someone who would benefit from reading Swift click : Forward this email

       

For more information about Fledglings:
For more information about our products:
To contact us by telephone:
To send us an email:

visit our website
view our latest brochure
0845 458 1124
email Fledglings

 

Fledglings Charity No. 1112618 Fledgling Family Services is a company limited by guarantee No. 4592971
Wenden Court, Station Approach, Wendens Ambo, Saffron Walden, Essex, CB11 4LB

Want to unsubscribe or change your details?

`

Fledglings Swift e-News 18 http://ctt-news.org/4YV-31VI-5DMTXH86B/cr.aspx

1 of 1 28/01/2010 14:16


